
JOURNAL
OF THE ARKANSAS MEDICAL SOCIETY
FALL 2025  VOLUME 122  NUMBER 2

ANTIBIOTIC  
STEWARDSHIP  
IN ARKANSAS: 

WE KNOW YOU KNOW…  
BUT DID YOU KNOW THIS?



Arvest believes in supporting healthcare professionals.  That’s why we’re committed to personalized 
solutions that empower our clients to do more. Through individualized and convenient service, our 
private banking advisors will help you focus more on your financial goals and less on banking.
 
Arvest Bank. We believe.

Member FDIC

Qualifications required, see a dedicated Private Banker for more details.



Established 1880, the Journal of the Arkansas Medical Society is 
owned and edited by the Arkansas Medical Society and published 
quarterly under the direction of the AMS Board of Trustees.

Arkansas Medical Society 
10 Corporate Hill Dr., Ste. 300, Little Rock, AR  72205 
501-224-8967 
ams@arkmed.org   
ARKMED.org/thejournal

2025-2026 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bradley Bibb, MD, Jonesboro- President

Naveen Patil, MD, Little Rock – President Elect

Jerakaycia Smith, MD, Camden- Vice President

Samuel Bledsoe, MD, Little Rock - Secretary

Jacob Dickinson, MD, Mountain Home - Chairman and Treasurer

George Conner III, MD, Forrest City – Immediate Immediate Past President

JOURNAL STAFF
Casey L. Penn, Managing Editor 
cpenn@arkmed.org 

Laura Hawkins, Advertising Representative 
hawkins@arkmed.org 

Graphic design 
by Scribner Creative 

EXECUTIVE STAFF
David Wroten  - Executive Vice President

Mary Ann Mansfield  - Director of Operations

H. Scott Smith, JD - Director of Governmental Affairs

Courtney Salmon, MHSA - Director of Practice Support

DISTRIBUTION: The Journal of the Arkansas Medical 
Society (ISNN 0004-1858) is published quarterly by the 
Arkansas Medical Society, 10 Corporate Hill Drive, Suite 300, 
Little Rock, AR  72205.  Subscription rate: $30.00 annually 
for domestic; $40.00, foreign; $3.00, single issue.

Periodicals postage is paid at Little Rock, AR, and 
at additional mailing offices. The Journal is printed 
by Walsworth Press Inc., Fulton, MO  65251. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to:  
The Journal of the Arkansas Medical Society, 
P.O. Box 55088, Little Rock, AR  72215-5088.

Articles and advertisements published in The Journal are for 
the interest of its readers and do not represent the official 
position or endorsement of The Journal or the Arkansas 
Medical Society. The Journal reserves the right to make 
the final decision on all content and advertisements.

Editor Emeritus:  Alfred Kahn Jr., MD (Deceased)

FROM THE PRESIDENT� 4

ADVOCACY IN ACTION� 12

FOR YOUR PRACTICE� 14

AFMC: A CLOSER LOOK� 16

DISTRICT TRUSTEE PROFILE� 18

PERSERVING HISTORY� 19

MEDICAL SCHOOL UPDATES� 20

AMS EXCLUSIVE MEDICAL MALPRACTICE PARTNER: SVMIC� 22

MEMBER NEWS� 23

BOT MINUTES� 24

2025 MEMBER ROSTER� 25

FEATURE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP IN 
ARKANSAS: WE KNOW YOU KNOW… 
BUT DID YOU KNOW THIS ? 

6

3FALL 2025  |  VOLUME 122  |  NUMBER 2



IT’S BEEN AN EXCITING YEAR ALREADY! 

FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we head into fall, the Society is 
actively preparing for the year ahead. 
From planning next year’s annual 
meeting to continuing our advocacy 
efforts and growing our membership, 
there is much to look forward to.

As we begin to build on the Society’s 
150-year legacy, I hope we can remain 
focused on our core mission: empowering 
physicians and improving medicine in 
Arkansas—for the benefit of the patients 
we serve. In working toward that mission, 
every voice matters and membership is 
a top priority. We encourage you to share 
the value of AMS with your colleagues, 
both members and prospective members. 
Let’s grow this year into an even stronger, 
more connected medical community.

Also in this issue, we take a thoughtful 
look at antibiotic stewardship, a topic 
that is personal to us and our patients. 
This month’s cover story doesn’t point 
fingers; rather, it highlights the role of 
misinformation or lack of knowledge of 
current data in prescribing practices. It’s 
a reminder that good information leads 
to better care. We invite you to read the 
article and consider how awareness can 
support better outcomes for everyone.

BRADLEY BIBB, MD, MBA
2025-2026 AMS PRESIDENT

Phase

Your Complete Healthcare
Support Partner

For More Information:

info@medoptim.com
www.medoptim.com
501-303-0030

Our medical scribes document patient encounters in real
time, freeing providers from charting so they can focus on
patient care. We follow a 1:1 scribe to provider ratio, and
offer both remote and in-person services,

Medical Scribing 

Our VMAs handle administrative and clinic support tasks,
including scheduling, referrals, records, patient outreach,
etc. without needing to be onsite. 

Virtual Medical Assistants

We offer a staffing assurance program that guarantees
coverage when employees leave, protecting practices from
disruptions and costly gaps. Unlike traditional staffing
agencies, our service is subscription-based, creating less
upfront costs for you.

Turnover Protection

With our clinical knowledge and experience, we advise
practices on workflow design, staffing efficiency, and
process improvements to help optimize clinic
operations. 

Workflow Consulting



WHY ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE AMS?
FROM YOUR FELLOW AMS MEMBERS.

“AMS is the voice that unites Arkansas physicians – a force that strengthens our profession, 
breaks down barriers to patient-centered care, and helps us go farther together. AMS helps 
us lead, grow, and protect the future of medicine in our state. I’m proud to be a part and I 
hope you are, too!”

Omar Atiq, MD
30-year AMS Member 
Past President

“I completed my medical training out of state, and I have appreciated the opportunity to 
get to know and subsequently collaborate with providers in Arkansas through AMS.” 

Kate Stambough, MD, FACOG 
Current AMS District Trustee

“
“

What is your “WHY”? 
Feel free to send your testimonial to ams@arkmed.org. You may see it in a future 
issue of The Journal or in other member or prospective member communications. 
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A
NTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE IS AN INCREASING THREAT TO PATIENT SAFETY. 
WHILE IT MAY FEEL LIKE PREACHING TO THE CHOIR TO SAY THAT TO YOU—THE 
PHYSICIANS OF ARKANSAS—THE SOCIETY BELIEVES IT’S IMPORTANT TO 

SHARE HOW SIGNIFICANTLY THE DATA HAS SHIFTED IN RECENT YEARS. THE LATEST 
STATISTICS REVEAL A MORE TROUBLING PICTURE OF ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE AND 
PRESCRIBING PATTERNS IN OUR STATE—INFORMATION THAT COULD INFLUENCE 
YOUR PRESCRIBING DECISIONS AND YOUR APPROACH TO PATIENT EDUCATION.

“Antibiotics are powerful tools in the treatment of infections,” 
wrote Kelley Garner, epidemiology manager for the Arkansas 
Department of Health. “However, after only 80 years of use, their 
effectiveness is beginning to wane. Antibiotic resistance has been 
identified as a major public health threat … the CDC estimates 
that in the U.S., there are more than three million resistant 
infections and that 48,000 of those affected will die as a result.”

As an associate professor of medicine in the UAMS Infectious Diseases 
Division and medical director of the UAMS Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program, Ryan Dare, MD, has developed a deep understanding of 
antimicrobial resistance. Having been instrumental in stewardship 
efforts focused on inpatient care – resulting in a 20% reduction in 
antibiotic exposure at UAMS and the Baptist systems – he is now 
turning his attention toward outpatient clinics with the goal of 
educating his fellow physicians and other providers in Arkansas.

According to Dr. Dare, the biggest challenge isn’t knowing 
there’s a problem. “Physicians are acutely aware of the threat of 
antimicrobial resistance,” he said. “There’s plenty of publicity 
on the impact of superbugs and a worry that all providers have 
that one day we may not have antibiotics that work.” 

FEATURE STORY

ANTIBIOTIC 
STEWARDSHIP IN 
ARKANSAS: WE KNOW 
YOU KNOW … BUT DID 
YOU KNOW THIS?
A FRESH LOOK AT PRESCRIBING, PATIENT 
EXPECTATIONS, AND THE PHYSICIAN’S 
ROLE IN IMPROVING OUTCOMES
CASEY L. PENN
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Rather, he proposed, “It’s about 
understanding the gravity of the problem 
so we can take action to improve 
the odds and reduce the spread.”

A PROGRESSING CHALLENGE – 
GLOBALLY AND IN ARKANSAS 
Resistance has increased rapidly in the 
past decade. “Ten years ago, less than 1% 
of certain gram-negative bacteria living 
in our gut would resist basic antibiotics 
like cephalosporins,” Dr. Dare explained. 
“Now we’re at about 20% cephalosporin 
resistance. In our most effective class 
of antibiotics, carbapenems, there was 
zero resistance to them 10 years ago. 
We’re at about 3% now. Within 10 years, 
we’ve been forced to change what we 
must use and we’re seeing infections 
that we truly don’t know how to treat.”

The CDC reports that physicians and 
other providers in Arkansas collectively 
prescribe 1046 antibiotic prescriptions 
per 1000 Arkansans, a statistic that is far 
above the national average. “On average, 
every Arkansan gets at least one antibiotic 
prescription per year,” said Dr. Dare, 
using himself to illustrate this scenario. “I 
haven’t had an antibiotic in eight years. 
To balance me out – and I don’t think I’m 
an outlier – there’s someone who’s had 
more than eight antibiotic prescriptions 
this year alone. We’re 45th in the country 
in terms of prescribing per capita, 
making us an epicenter of resistance and 
antibiotic overuse for the country.”

Lest we feel too badly about ourselves, 
he added that we’re “in good company 
with our SEC brethren,” with similar 
health metrics to Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Kentucky, Alabama, and Tennessee. 

Like these states, Arkansas has fewer 
providers per capita, less access, and 
higher comorbidities, which leads to 
more severe infections and, in turn, more 
antibiotics. Noting how these challenges 
affect the culture and overall approach 
to patients, Dr. Dare said, “With fewer 
providers, it’s further for patients to 
drive. If they drive two hours to see 
us, we’re likely to prescribe more than 
when they come in from a block away.” 

It could also be that we’re too polite 
about it. “In the Northeast, someone 
comes in and says, ‘I need an antibiotic,’ 
and the provider says, ‘No. Next 
patient,’” supposed Dr. Dare, referencing 
research linking Southern hospitality 
to higher antibiotic prescribing. “In 
the South, we’re more like, ‘I hate 
that. Let me help. I got you.’” 

Other studies suggest that older providers 
are more likely to prescribe antibiotics 
than younger providers. “In Arkansas, we 
struggle to recruit physicians and keep 

our graduating physicians in the state, and 
we have an older provider population,” 
said Dr. Dare. At just 44, he lumps 
himself into that “older” population, 
since antimicrobial stewardship and 
resistance are contemporary issues. “I 
graduated from medical school in 2011 
and residency in 2014. I never heard the 
term antimicrobial stewardship until 
my third year of residency. Previously, 
everything was, ‘Have an antibiotic? 
Give it as much as possible.’ The risks 
were not as obvious as they are now.” 

Sharing the risks associated with 
antibiotic exposure is a primary goal for 
Dr. Dare as he visits outpatient settings 
across the state, “We must appreciate that 
it’s not a theoretical or international risk. 
It’s a local and an individual patient risk. 
Giving a single patient an unnecessary 
broad-spectrum antibiotic can easily 
turn on resistance patterns in their 
microbiome that will then make those 
conditions more difficult to treat.”

THE PRESCRIBER’S AND THE PATIENT’S ROLES
When asked, “Where does the buck stop?” 
Dr. Dare noted that stewardship isn’t 
solely the responsibility of infectious 
disease physicians or advocates like 
himself; it lies with everyone who 
writes prescriptions—physicians, 
nurse practitioners, physician 
assistants, and others – and patients 
bear some accountability as well.

“It’s easy for a third party to say, ‘Don’t 
prescribe just because patients ask,’ 

IT’S ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE

GRAVITY OF THE PROBLEM SO WE

CAN TAKE ACTION TO IMPROVE THE

ODDS AND REDUCE THE SPREAD.
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but when a patient comes in and says, 
‘I need an antibiotic and I’m not leaving 
without one,’ it’s difficult to refuse. 
Explaining why an antibiotic may not 
be appropriate and the growing data 
on side effects and risks can be nearly 
impossible when 30 other patients are 
waiting, you’re behind schedule, and 
your kid’s baseball game is at 4:30.” 

Elaborating on satisfaction as a 
determinant, Dr. Dare added, “The weight 
in that room is heavy. My incentives are 
tied to satisfaction scores, so there’s 
pressure to keep everybody happy. 
I might want to acquiesce, thinking, 
‘What’s really going to happen? 
You’re probably going to be fine.’

“Even so, it’s on all of us prescribers 
to carry the weight of prescribing 
appropriately. That includes not only 
when to prescribe, but also what 
and for how long. And then there’s a 
responsibility for us as a community to 
help educate our patients. It can’t just 
be one at a time in the exam room.”

TOOLS FOR JUDICIAL PRESCRIBING 
AND A CLOSER LOOK AT DURATION
There are alternatives to routinely 
prescribing antibiotics. “There are tools 
to help us prescribe more safely than 
just saying ‘No’ or ‘Less,’” said Dr. Dare, 
referencing the CDC’s recommendations 
for delayed prescribing or callbacks. 
“As physicians, we’re aware that 90% of 
upper respiratory infections are viral and 
don’t need antibiotics. Telling patients to 
“come back” can seem unempathetic after 

missed work or school. Instead, tell them, 
‘This is viral. Antibiotics won’t help—but 
here’s what we can do: if you’re not better 
in three days, call me and I’ll call it in,’ or 
‘Here’s a prescription—fill it Saturday if 
you need it, not today.’ Instead of, ‘You 
have a viral infection, call me if you don’t 
get better,’ try: ‘You have bronchitis. 
Here’s your prescription for guaifenesin 
or a nasal spray for symptomatic relief.’ 

“Studies show that delayed prescribing 
and prescribed callbacks reduce 
antibiotic use while keeping satisfaction 
scores high. It’s a small extra step that 
reduces unnecessary exposure.”

When antibiotics are warranted, accurate 
duration is key. A 2021 meta-analysis 
published in Clinical Microbiology and 
Infection found that each additional day 
of antibiotics increases the risk of adverse 
events by about 4%. “Side effects include 
nausea, diarrhea, kidney injury, C. diff 
infection, and antibiotic resistance,” said 
Dr. Dare. “As a healthcare community, we 
grossly overprescribe in duration. Most 

prescriptions are 10 or 14 days, while 
newer societal guidelines recommend 
three to five days. The American Academy 
of Pediatrics, American Academy of 
Family Practice, The Infectious Diseases 
Society of America, the American Thoracic 
Society, and the Pediatric Redbook all 
have recommendations for common 
outpatient infection treatment periods. 
At UAMS, we’ve been supporting a ‘Five 
for Five’ campaign, which recommends 
five days for these five common 
infections: urinary tract infections, 
skin soft tissue infections, pneumonia, 
bacterial sinusitis, and bacterial otitis 
media infections. Some infections do 
need 10 days, but when the five most 
common should be treated in five days, 
10 days is doubling the risk of resistance 
and adverse events in our patients, in 
whom we have ingrained the message, 
‘Always finish your antibiotics.’”

For more on duration and comparison 
studies, Dr. Dare recommends the 
research and findings of Brad Spellberg, 
MD, an infectious disease physician 
who has made “shorter is better” his 
mantra and mission. “Dr. Spellberg’s 
beautiful website (bradspellberg.com/
shorter-is-better) is one long table that 
lists hundreds of randomized, controlled 
trials,” he said. “When they started 
comparing duration for pneumonia, for 
example, they compared 14 days versus 10 
and determined that 10 did as well as 14. 
Then they compared 10 versus eight, eight 
versus five, and even five versus three. 
It’s amazing that we have randomized 
controlled trials doing all of that. What if 
somebody had just thought to compare 
14 versus three to begin with, you know?” 

INPATIENT ANTIBIOTIC UTILIZATION (MEDIAN SAAR*) - 2023

UNITED STATES

MEDIAN SAAR

.988

1.082
ARKANSAS (46)

1	 Urinary Tract Infections
2	 Acute Rhinosinusitis
3	 Otitis Media
4	 Community Acquired Pneumonia
5	 Cellulitis

Consider 5 DAYS for 5 infections

*Standardized Antimicrobial Administration Ratio

5for
FIVE
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Antibiotics are powerful, lifesaving medications. We are 
dedicated to prescribing antibiotics when they are needed, and 
we will avoid prescribing antibiotics when they are not needed as 
they may do harm. When your healthcare professional prescribes 
antibiotics, take them as directed.

Antibiotics fight infections caused by bacteria. Antibiotics don’t 
work against viruses that cause the common cold, most coughs, 
and sore throats.

You can experience side effects while taking antibiotics. 
Common side effects could include a skin rash, diarrhea, or a 
yeast infection. More serious side effects could include a C.diff 
infection, which causes severe diarrhea that can lead to severe 
colon damage and death.

Using antibiotics also gives bacteria a chance to become more 
resistant to them. This can make future infections harder to treat, 
which means that antibiotics might not work when you really do 
need them.

Taking antibiotics only when needed helps keep you healthy, 
helps fight antibiotic resistance, and ensures that these  
life-saving drugs will be available for future generations.

We will answer any questions about the role of antibiotics  
in your treatment.

A Commitment to  
Improving Antibiotic Use

Sincerely,

To learn more about antibiotic  
prescribing and use, visit  
www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use  
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO.

CS324363K

What Is Delayed 
Prescribing?  

WAIT. DO NOT FILL YOUR PRESCRIPTION JUST YET.

Your healthcare professional believes your illness may resolve on its own. 

First, follow your healthcare professional’s recommendations to help you feel better 
without antibiotics. Continue to monitor your own symptoms over the next few days. 

 Rest. 

Drink extra water and fluids. 

Use a cool mist vaporizer or saline nasal spray to relieve congestion. 

 For sore throats in adults and older children, try ice chips, sore throat spray, or 
lozenges. 

Use honey to relieve cough. Do not give honey to an infant younger than 1.

If you do not feel better in ____ days/hours or feel worse, go ahead and fill your 
prescription. 

If you feel better, you do not need the antibiotic, and do not have to risk the side effects. 

Waiting to see if you really need an antibiotic can help you take antibiotics only when needed. 
When antibiotics aren’t needed, they won’t help you, and the side effects could still hurt you.  
Common side effects of antibiotics can include rash, dizziness, nausea, diarrhea, and yeast 
infections.

Antibiotics save lives, and when a patient needs antibiotics, the benefits outweigh the risks of 
side effects. You can protect yourself and others by learning when antibiotics are and are not 
needed. 

To learn more about antibiotic prescribing and use, visit www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use. 

CUE THE BILLBOARDS! AND OTHER IDEAS 
ON PATIENT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
When it comes to education and 
associated publicity, Dr. Dare would 
like to see Arkansas – and the nation – 
give antibiotic stewardship the weight 
that’s been given to opiate awareness. 
“There is a parallel in our community 
between statistics related to opiates 
and antibiotics. In the U.S., there are 
three million multi-drug-resistant 
infections per year, with [nearly] 
50,000 deaths,” he explained. “There 
are also three million active IV drug, 
opiate, and fentanyl abusers, and 
50,000 associated deaths each year.

“Where we have billboards preaching 
the dangers of taking, sharing, and, for 
providers, prescribing opiates, we don’t 
have that same push for antimicrobial 
stewardship. If our patients, and 

Arkansans as a whole, could appreciate 
that taking an antibiotic unnecessarily, 
while not anywhere near injecting 
fentanyl, is something that, similarly, 
has a risk to hurt you and a further 
risk of killing you or somebody else, 
that would be effective. And it does. 
That’s what our numbers say. We are 
losing patients to these infections, 
and what we do to patients with these 
fourth-line treatments is dangerous.” 

While we may not have a billboard 
campaign in Arkansas promoting 
antibiotic stewardship, there are, at least, 
a few tools available to help physicians 
educate patients. The CDC offers clinical 
resources that include posters for waiting 
rooms, letters of commitment to patient 
health, and other tools. (See sidebars and 
additional reading for more on toolkits.) 

Curbing antibacterial resistance is 
clearly a daunting task for all prescribers, 
but Dr. Dare’s progress and that of 
others proves that real change can 
be effectuated with education and 
concerted action. He is proud to be 
part of Arkansas’s efforts to promote 
stewardship in outpatient clinics. “This 

Antibiotics aren’t always the answer when you’re sick. 
Ask your doctor how you can feel better. 
For more information on antibiotic prescribing and use, visit 
www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use. 

outpatient focus is unique to Arkansas,” 
he said. “We are leading this effort 
compared to other states. Add to that 
the support of the Arkansas Department 
of Health and the involvement of 
the Arkansas Medical Society, and 
Arkansas is making meaningful 
progress in antibiotic stewardship.”

The AMS, with support from the Arkansas 
Department of Health, brings you this 
information as part of an ongoing 
Antibiotic Stewardship Campaign. If 
you’d like to be involved in spreading 
the message in your area, contact Mary 
Ann Mansfield at (501) 224-8967. 

ADDITIONAL READING
Schmidt ML, Spencer MD, Davidson 
LE. Patient, Provider, and Practice 
Characteristics Associated with 
Inappropriate Antimicrobial 
Prescribing in Ambulatory 
Practices. Infection Control & Hospital 
Epidemiology. 2018;39(3):307-
315. doi:10.1017/ice.2017.263

Be Antibiotics Aware Partner Toolkit 
cdc.gov/antibiotic-use 

Posters & letters  
of commitment  
for waiting rooms
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Conveniently located in downtown Little Rock, our newly  
renovated event space offers free parking, seating for up 
to 100 attendees, a state-of-the-art A/V system, virtual  
conferencing options, and a fully equipped catering kitchen. 

Let us help you plan your next conference, meeting, or  
community event – contact us to reserve your spot! 

Visit afmc.org/events 
for more information.

Host Your Next Event in Style at the 

Capitol District 
Event Center

AFMC – A Trusted Resource  
for Arkansas Providers.

With 50+ years of experience and expertise, our dedicated team has a successful 
history of delivering exceptional value to Arkansas providers.

© 2025, AFMC, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

in
AFMCTV

Check out

Visit afmc.org to find out more.

• AFMC EngageSM: Comprehensive Contact Center Services
• Data Sciences: Better Data for Better Health Care
• Outreach Services: A Lifeline to the Provider Community
• Practice Transformation: Your Guide to Value Based Care Success
•  Security Risk Analysis: Because Patient Trust Starts with Secure Data
• Event Planning Services: Memorable Events, Minus The Stress

11FALL 2025  |  VOLUME 122  |  NUMBER 2



AMA UPDATE

ArkMed-PAC, the non-partisan, physician-led political 
action committee of the Arkansas Medical Society, 
is the only state PAC solely dedicated to electing 
candidates who stand with physicians and patients. 

Early voting for the March 2026 primaries starts in just over 
four months. Campaigns are gearing up—and if we don’t show 
up now, other groups will drown out physicians’ voices.

Here’s the good news: joining ArkMed-PAC may cost you 
nothing. Arkansas law provides a dollar-for-dollar state 
income tax credit for political contributions: up to $100 
for joint filers ($50 for individuals). If you haven’t used this 
credit yet for 2025, you could join ArkMed-PAC at the $99 
level and get every dollar back on your state joint return.

Meanwhile, insurance companies, trial lawyers, and allied 
health groups are already pouring money into races. They’re 
choosing who will represent you and your patients at the 
Capitol. If physicians don’t step up, we’ll be left behind.

Your AMS dues cannot be used to support candidate 
campaigns. That’s why ArkMed-PAC is essential. 

A strong PAC is the key to electing lawmakers 
who understand the challenges you face in 
practice and who will fight for medicine.

Membership is easy — and powerful

•	 Basic ($99): Recognition in the AMS Journal and on 
the AMS website, PAC Board meeting open invitation, 
and ability to request candidate contributions.

•	 Capitol Club ($300): Basic benefits with photo recognition 
in the AMS Journal, special recognition at the AMS 
annual meeting, invitation to a legislator event, and 
eligibility to personally deliver contribution checks.

•	 Diamond Club ($1,000): Capitol Club benefits plus admission 
to the Diamond Club Dinner and commemorative pin.

•	 Corporate/Clinic ($5,000): Recognition in the AMS Journal 
and on the AMS website, invitation to a legislator event, and 
four admissions to the Diamond Club Dinner with plaque.

Now is the time. For less than 28 cents a day, 
you can join ArkMed-PAC, strengthen our voice, 
and help elect physician-friendly leaders who will 
shape the future of healthcare in Arkansas.

Please join today—before it’s too late.

Join today via the QR code (above), visit arkmed.org/advocacy/
arkmed-pac, or contact AMS directly at 501-224-8967. 

THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE IN ARKANSAS IS ON 
THE BALLOT—AND WE NEED TO ACT NOW.
JOIN ARKMED-PAC TODAY
H. SCOTT SMITH, JD
AMS DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

ADVOCACY IN ACTION

NON-PARTISAN
AMS PHYSICIAN-LED 
ARKMED-PAC 

YOUR VOICE. YOUR PATIENTS. 
YOUR FUTURE. ON THE BALLOT.
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Panacea Financial is here to help! 
Learn tips to lower costs, avoid 
mistakes, and build a repayment 
plan that fits your future in their 
free on-demand webinar.

Stressed About
STUDENT
LOANS?

WATCH NOW
Panacea Financial is a division of Primis Bank. Member FDIC.

ADVERTISE IN THE JOURNAL 
As you read this Journal, our 
current circulation of more 
than 4,000 is reading it, too. 
You can use this trusted 
publication to reach the 
medical community directly.

Whether you’re promoting 
CME, recruiting physicians or 
other health care professionals, 
or sharing news, products, 
or services for the healthcare 
community, this Journal provides 
the visibility and value you desire.

 4,000+ 
circulation 

JOURNAL
OF THE ARKANSAS MEDICAL SOCIETY

READY TO CONNECT YOUR MESSAGE 
WITH OUR TRUSTED AUDIENCE?
Contact Laura Hawkins at  

501.224.8967 
or visit
arkmed.org/marketing-opportunities 
for competitive rates and details on this 
and other marketing opportunities. 
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MANAGING PATIENT REFUNDS: 
BEST PRACTICES FOR PHYSICIAN OFFICES
COURTNEY SALMON, MHSA
AMS DIRECTOR OF PRACTICE SUPPORT

T HE HEALTHCARE REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 
IS OFTEN COMPLICATED, LEADING TO 
CHALLENGES IN DETERMINING ACCURATE 

PATIENT FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. AS A RESULT, 
OVERPAYMENTS ARE COMMON. WHILE PHYSICIAN 
OFFICES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ISSUING REFUNDS, 
INCONSISTENT OR DELAYED REFUND PROCESSES CAN 
NEGATIVELY IMPACT PATIENT SATISFACTION. THIS 
ARTICLE OUTLINES COMMON CAUSES OF PATIENT 
OVERPAYMENTS AND PROVIDES BEST PRACTICES 
TO ENSURE TIMELY, TRANSPARENT, AND EFFICIENT 
REFUND PROCESSING IN PHYSICIAN OFFICES. 

WHY DO REFUNDS HAPPEN IN HEALTHCARE?

The healthcare revenue cycle process 
is characterized by a high degree of 
complexity, with multiple variables 
affecting patient balances—contracted 
rates, deductibles, coinsurance, 
copayments, coordination of benefits, 
and more. Given these intricacies, 
it is not uncommon for patients to 
overpay for services, either at the 
point of care or after receiving a bill.

PATIENT OVERPAYMENTS MAY ARISE 
FOR SEVERAL REASONS. SOME OF 
THE MOST COMMON INCLUDE:

•	 Insurance claims processing 
sequence: Claims from hospitals 
or other providers may be 
processed before the physician’s, 
resulting in a change to deductible 
or out-of-pocket limits.

•	 Front office miscalculations: 
Staff may overestimate the 
patient’s responsibility due to 
errors in benefit verification or a 
misunderstanding of plan design.

•	 Coverage changes: Patients may 
experience a change in insurance 
coverage between the time of 
service and claim adjudication.

•	 Duplicate payments: Patients 
may accidentally pay a balance 
more than once, especially when 
managing multiple statements or 
using automated payment systems.

•	 Billing errors: Coding or data 
entry mistakes can result in 
incorrect charges or balances.

FOR YOUR PRACTICE

IF A RETAIL COMPANY LIKE AMAZON TOOK 12 MONTHS TO ISSUE A
REFUND FOR A RETURNED ITEM, CUSTOMER LOYALTY WOULD SUFFER.

THE IMPACT OF REFUND DELAYS

Although issuing refunds is a standard 
part of revenue cycle operations, 
the timeliness and transparency 
of this process can significantly 
impact patient trust. In some cases, 
refunds take months—even years—to 
process. This delay not only frustrates 
patients but also erodes their 
confidence in the physician’s office.

To draw a parallel: if a retail company 
like Amazon took 12 months to issue a 
refund for a returned item, customer 
loyalty would suffer. Healthcare 
consumers today expect the same level of 
responsiveness from medical providers.

BEST PRACTICES FOR ISSUING 
PATIENT REFUNDS

1. VERIFY THE CREDIT
Before issuing a refund, billing staff 
should validate the credit balance to 
ensure it is accurate and not due to 
an unapplied payment, pending claim 
adjustment, or insurance refund request. 
Proper reconciliation is essential.
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2. CLEAR DOCUMENTATION
Each refund should be accompanied 
by clear internal documentation that 
explains the reason for the credit. 
Staff should be able to confidently 
and accurately communicate this to 
patients, reinforcing transparency 
and professionalism.

3. LIMIT REFUND APPROVAL AUTHORITY
Establish internal controls defining who 
can authorize refunds, especially those 
over a certain dollar amount. This reduces 
the risk of error or fraud and maintains 
consistency in the refund process.

4. PRIORITIZE ELECTRONIC REFUNDS
When possible, use electronic payment 
methods to return funds to the patient. 
This method is faster, more secure, and 
generally preferred by patients over 
receiving a paper check. Leveraging 
technology also improves tracking 
and reporting of refund activity.

5. SET TIMELINES FOR PROCESSING
Establish internal timelines for refund 
issuance—ideally within 30 days of 
identifying the overpayment. Make 
this part of your billing department’s 
standard operating procedures and 
monitor compliance regularly.

CONCLUSION

Issuing patient refunds is more than 
simply an administrative obligation. 
It’s a reflection of a practice’s integrity 
and commitment to service. By 
implementing clear protocols and 
prioritizing transparency and efficiency, 
physician offices can turn a potentially 
negative situation into a positive patient 
experience. In today’s consumer-
driven healthcare environment, this 
can make all the difference. 

BY IMPLEMENTING CLEAR PROTOCOLS AND PRIORITIZING TRANSPARENCY 

AND EFFICIENCY, PHYSICIAN OFFICES CAN TURN A POTENTIALLY 

NEGATIVE SITUATION INTO A POSITIVE PATIENT EXPERIENCE.
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Nobody Likes a Shot

If you want to get a pediatrician or other pediatric 
care health provider stirred up today, ask them 
about immunizations. We just had our annual 
state meeting of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics, and it was a central topic of people’s 
conversations, many expressing their frustrations 
with increasing challenges. I recently attended 
Immunize Arkansas’ annual meeting, which focused 
on addressing dis- and misinformation around 
vaccines. There is an overall grave sentiment 
about what is happening to immunizations. But 
what is also bothersome is what is happening 
with the perceptions of medical providers and our 
relationships with patients.  

Nobody likes shots. I get that. I close my eyes and 
take a deep breath when I get my flu shot. I even 
turn my head the other way. Most of the time, I do 
not even feel it, but I often feel achy and more tired 
for the day. Although I get anxious, it is nothing 
too significant. But despite my firm belief in the 
tremendous benefits of getting an annual flu shot, I 
still get this child-like queasiness every time. I would 
prefer not to get a shot, but it’s essential to my 
health and longevity, as well as others’ good health. 
The flu shot reduces the spread, reduces the severity 
of disease, reduces complications from the flu, and 
reduces deaths. It prevents a missed day from work 
and decreased productivity for me, benefiting the 
greater economy. The benefits far outweigh the 
minuscule risk.  

We believe in science. Science is so foundational 
to the practice of medicine that it is hard to 
understand the growing distrust of science. What 
played out in the early days of the pandemic, 
with not fully knowing how to control the spread, 
resulted in drastic interventions. Later in the 

pandemic, when the collection of sufficient data 
over time led to changes in recommendations 
thanks to gaining greater knowledge of the virus, 
to the rapid response in the development of 
vaccinations and medications, and to having clearer 
hindsight after the long months that became years, 
it becomes easier to see the public perception of 
science. The scientific method builds knowledge 
and experience and depends on independent and 
non-biased data review, leading to changes in older 
concepts and the introduction of new concepts, 
which all lead to a result that is something better. 
And when we know better, we do better. This results 
in better cancer treatments, new and innovative 
procedures with better outcomes, and new and 
effective interventions in prevention.  

The truth is that imunizations have had one of 
the most powerful impacts on healthcare in the 
last century. The significant impact on saving lives 
and reducing morbidity by reducing preventable 
diseases has increased our lifespan and contributed 
to improved health. It has been so successful that 
the collective memory of these diseases has faded. 
The success of vaccines is now contributing to the 
growing disbelief in their safety and effectiveness 
among young parents.     

When I started practicing pediatrics, I occasionally 
had a family that would push back on vaccines. 
In general, it tended to be families with above-
average education. Most just wanted to discuss 
and sometimes wanted to pursue a delayed 
or alternative schedule. Few outright refused. 
Conversations were beneficial and led to a greater 
relationship with concerned families who came 
from a place of love for their child and fear of harm. 
Now, almost daily, I am confronted with families with 

CHAD T. RODGERS, MD, FAAP, CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, AFMC; PARTNER AND PEDIATRICIAN, LITTLE ROCK PEDIATRIC CLINIC

A CLOSER LOOK
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outright refusal of vaccines and a refusal to discuss. 
It comes from complete distrust of vaccines and 
medical providers. Maintaining that relationship of 
trust with families is hard, and it ultimately disrupts 
the entire doctor-patient relationship. Sometimes 
I wonder why those people even come to the 
doctor if they are not coming to us for advice and 
treatment. And it’s no longer the most educated or 
knowledgeable of parents. Parents just hear so much 
that’s bad and scary when it comes to vaccination. 
The amount of dis- and misinformation in the news, 
social media, and discussions with friends and family 
is overwhelming.  

We know that a strong recommendation from a 
trusted physician is one of the best ways to ensure 
a family will vaccinate. This takes time and is taking 
longer to listen and address concerns with vaccine-
hesitant families. Empathy goes a long way. But we 
must take some care of ourselves. Vaccine refusal 
or hesitancy isn’t up to you alone to change. We 
must continue working to get good information 
out to patients through those avenues, as they get 
bombarded daily with opposing messages. We 
must accept that we do our best and keep moving 
forward. Change takes time, and we will experience 
some unfortunate tragedies as well. But getting mad 
or frustrated and arguing with people who refuse 
vaccines is not helping us move the needle (no pun 
intended). Continuing to build that trusted doctor-
patient relationship is key.  

The battle appears hard and at times feels 
unwinnable. Having a better understanding of how 
we got where we are now, we need to stick together 
to figure out where we go next. Professional 
organizations are now our primary source of medical 
information and treatment recommendations. 
What used to be “trusted” sources of information 
and health data are being dismantled. Never has it 
been more important for physicians to be involved 
in healthcare, participate in and support their 
professional associations, and participate in the 
political process.   

Dr. Rodgers is a board-certified pediatrician 
and physician at Little Rock Pediatric Clinic. 
He received his medical degree from the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
and completed his residency at Arkansas 
Children's Hospital, also serving as Chief 
Resident of Pediatrics. He has served as 
president of the Arkansas chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics and on the 
board of directors of the Arkansas Medical 
Society. Dr. Rodgers served on AFMC's 
board of directors from 2011 until 2015 
when he resigned to become AFMC's chief 
medical officer.
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DISTRICT TRUSTEE PROFILE

What advice do you have for young people 
considering a career in medicine?
Medicine is a rewarding career, but 
it can also be emotionally taxing. I 
would advise that people considering 
a career in medicine understand their 
“why” and practice self-care and stress 
management. Clarity of purpose and 
resilience are key to a successful and 
joyful career in medicine. I would also 
suggest that they pursue leadership 
training even if a formal leadership 
role is not desired or anticipated. This 
training will equip them with skills that 
foster more effective communication 
and collaboration with patients, 
families, colleagues, and the systems 
in which they will practice, ultimately 
increasing their impact as a clinician. 

What is the most critical healthcare 
issue facing Arkansas today? 
A number of serious and interconnected 
healthcare challenges face Arkansas 
today. Most critical is probably maternal 
and infant health. Unfortunately, 
Arkansas has some of the poorest 
outcomes in the country in this regard. 
This is largely a result of care access 
gaps related to provider shortages and 
insurance challenges. I am hopeful 

Specialty:
Family Medicine

City:
Jonesboro

AMS Member Since: 
2000

Why are you an AMS member? 
I became involved in the Arkansas 
Medical Society as a medical student 
to learn about healthcare policy, its 
potential impact on my future practice 
and patients, and how I could advocate 
for the health of our communities. As a 
family medicine physician, I have had 
the privilege of practicing in ambulatory, 
academic, and hospital-based settings in 
Arkansas. Now, as a physician executive 
for a healthcare system, I carry those 
experiences with me with the broader goal 
of shaping and improving systems of care. 
Regardless of the setting, the importance 
of physician advocacy remains. AMS 
provides a critical platform for physicians 
across the state to have a unified voice, 
influence policy, support one another, and 
advocate for our profession and patients. 

KASEY HOLDER, MD, MBA, MS
the recent legislation, funding, and 
support programs implemented 
will have a substantial impact in 
addressing these challenges.

Do you have a favorite quote? 
“How you do anything is how 
you do everything.”  

This reminds me to be intentional, set 
high standards, and bring consistent 
effort to all aspects of my life. That 
consistency creates discipline and habits 
that are, hopefully, the foundation 
for overall success and excellence.

What do you like to do in your free time?
We like to travel. As a family, we enjoy 
NYC, Universal Studios, and snow skiing. 
I like to read, watch movies, and exercise 
(spinning, lifting) in my free time. 

Favorite restaurant: 
An Italian restaurant in 
NYC—Piccola Cucina. 

A surprising fact about you: 
At 5'5", it might be surprising that I played 
Division 1 volleyball. Pound for pound, I 
was the second strongest on the team. 

Son Keaton (20), daughter Kendall (14), husband Jeremy (married 26 years)
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and changing hospital practices. She was 
able to demonstrate to the commanders 
that clean, well-fed soldiers healed faster 
and were able to get back to battle quicker. 

With the outbreak of the Civil War, 
the Federal and Confederate Armies 
established Sanitary Commissions. The 
Federal Commission had a significant 
impact on the fighting abilities of the Union 
armies. The command structure of the 
Confederate Army was more challenging 
to convince. It is important to remember 
this was before the acceptance of the germ 
theory. Military hospitals were generally 
considered hellholes. Most soldiers 
believed that admission to the hospital 
meant certain death. There has been 
a good deal written about the horrible 
reputation of the military hospital in 
Helena. There were other military hospitals 
in towns like Fort Smith and Little Rock; 
there was a substantial facility on the 
grounds of St. John’s College in Little Rock.

In the second half of the Civil War, freedman 
hospitals were established around the 
state for the freed slaves. Supplies were 
meager, medicine was nonexistent, and 
sanitation was atrocious. Records indicate 
that death rates were exceedingly high, and 
eventually these facilities were abandoned. 

The end of the Civil War, the acceptance 
of the germ theory, and the move toward 
professionalism in the practice of medicine 
slowly changed the nature of hospitals. 

Stay tuned to the Winter 2025 Journal for 
Part Two of this series of articles. 

PRESERVING HISTORY

ARKANSAS HOSPITALS
PART 1
SAM TAGGART, MD

IN 1804, THE PLACE WE CALL ARKANSAS 
WAS AN UNPOPULATED WILDERNESS. EARLY 
ON, WHAT PASSED FOR COMMUNITIES WERE 

NOTHING MORE THAN WAYSTATIONS WHERE THE 
TRAILS CROSSED A RIVER OR STREAM. MOST OF 
THE MEN WHO CALLED THEMSELVES DOCTORS 
RODE CIRCUITS IN THE SPARSELY POPULATED 
COUNTRYSIDE SURROUNDING THESE SMALL 
COMMUNITIES. DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE 
19TH CENTURY, THE POPULATION DOUBLED EVERY 
10 YEARS, AND BY THE BEGINNING OF THE CIVIL 
WAR, THERE WERE 438,000 PEOPLE IN THE STATE. 

Before the Civil War, hospitals in the 
wilderness were often nothing more than 
pesthouses (plague houses or fever sheds) 
where the sickest were sent to die. These 
were used as a form of quarantine and 
were established during epidemics such 
as yellow fever, smallpox, and cholera. 
There are several newspaper references 
to temporary hospitals established in 
Little Rock in the 1830s and 1840s, dealing 
with smallpox and cholera. As late as the 
1890s, Hot Springs established a pesthouse 
and cemetery, south of the city, along 
Hot Springs Creek, during a smallpox 
epidemic. A second form of hospital was 
established at Fort Smith in 1819 as a part 
of the military post. As a part of the original 
structures of the fort, a small hospital 
barracks (staffed by a nurse matron and a 
series of nurses) was established to deal 
with soldiers who were ill with malaria. 
The nurses were male soldiers who were 
recovering from illness themselves.

The first recorded civilian hospital in 
Arkansas was in the early 1820s and 
was composed of a series of huts in 
the side yard of Nathan Smith, MD’s 
home in Southwest Arkansas. Dr. 
Smith had ascended the Red River to 
Hempstead County near the site of Old 
Washington. He built the cabin hospital 
as an attempt to keep the sickest 
patients from having to travel as they 
recuperated from a variety of illnesses.

In the 1850s, the U.S. Marine Service 
built a series of Navy hospitals up and 
down the Mississippi River. One such 
hospital was built in Napoleon, Arkansas, 
near Arkansas Post. The multi-story 
building was short lived because, like 
the community of Napoleon, it was 
consumed by the flood waters of the 
Mississippi River during the Civil War.

In the 1850s and 1860s, several 
monumental international changes 
occurred that dramatically changed the 
nature of hospitals in the wilderness. In 
the Crimean War of the 1850s, Nurse-
Administrator Florence Nightingale began 
accumulating information on sanitation 

Helena Civil War Military War Hosptial

Napolean Hosptial
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MEDICAL SCHOOL UPDATES

ARCOM STUDENTS LEARN FROM 
RESEARCH EXPLORING THE LASTING 
IMPRINT OF MOVEMENT

precise digital models of hand muscles 
and their attachment points, especially 
those tied to thumb movement. Their 
goal is to answer this key question: 
Do larger or more prominent bone 
markings really reflect how often or 
how intensely a muscle was used?

This meaningful project blends 
research and education. Students 
take part in dissections, data 
collection, and digital modeling, 
thereby gaining hands-on experience 
that deepens their understanding 
of anatomy while contributing to 
fundamental scientific discoveries.

“This project deepened my understanding 
of anatomy by using 3D scanning to 
study how movement shapes our bones,” 
said Joseph Howard, a second-year 
student and participant in investigations 

surrounding the study. “Collaborating 
with faculty strengthened my connection 
to ACHE’s research community and 
built skills for my medical career. Our 
work shows how precise digital models 
can enhance education, preservation, 
and the study of human history.”  

“This project exemplifies the ACHE 
mission,” said Bowland. “Our students 
are not just learning anatomy—they are 
contributing to scientific discoveries that 
connect human movement today with 
stories written in the bones of the past.”

Findings could refine how clinicians assess 
skeletal injuries and help archaeologists 
more accurately interpret remains, 
offering a clearer view of lives lived 
centuries ago. For more information, 
visit www.achehealth.edu. 

photos: Courtesy of ARCOM

RESEARCHERS AT THE ARKANSAS COLLEGE OF 
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE ARE UNCOVERING 
HOW A LIFETIME OF MOVEMENT LEAVES 

LASTING MARKS ON OUR SKELETONS—INSIGHTS 
THAT COULD TRANSFORM HOW WE UNDERSTAND 
BOTH MODERN AND ANCIENT HUMAN ACTIVITY.

This innovative study is being led 
by ARCOM faculty members Lucyna 
Bowland, PhD; Joanne Peterson, PhD; 
and Caitlin Yoakum, PhD. In addition, 
a team of Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine (DO) students is investigating 
entheses—the sites where muscles 
attach to bone. “Because soft tissue 
doesn’t preserve over time,” Bowland 
explained, “scientists rely on these sites to 
reconstruct physical activity. These clues 
can even reveal traits like handedness 
in long-deceased populations.”

To explore these patterns, the ACHE team 
uses 3D scanning technology to create 

OUR STUDENTS ARE NOT JUST LEARNING ANATOMY—THEY ARE 
CONTRIBUTING TO SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES THAT CONNECT HUMAN 
MOVEMENT TODAY WITH STORIES WRITTEN IN THE BONES OF THE PAST.
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MEDICAL SCHOOL UPDATES

GETTING TO KNOW 
ALICE L. WALTON 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE’S 
INAUGURAL CLASS

Alice L. Walton School of Medicine in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, welcomed its 
inaugural class of 48 medical students on 
July 14, 2025. During their first two months, 
students have learned fundamentals of 
medical education through active learning 
sessions, participated in community 
engagement activities across Northwest 
Arkansas, and gotten to know the faculty 
and career mentors who will guide 
them through the next four years.

The first week of class culminated 
in AWSOM’s inaugural White Coat 
Ceremony, where students donned 
white coats for the first time and 
pledged to serve future patients with 
competence and care. At the ceremony, 
students heard from AWSOM Founder 

Alice Walton and AWSOM Founding Dean 
and CEO Sharmila Makhija, MD, MBA, 
about the school’s vision for healthcare 
transformation in Arkansas and beyond.

AWSOM’s inaugural class represents 19 
states and 38 undergraduate institutions. 
One-third of students are from Arkansas, 
while 20% come from bordering states, 
and 15% are from rural areas. In a Time 
magazine profile by Alice Park, students 
shared what drew them to AWSOM, 
including the school’s emphasis on 
nutritional health, novel technologies, 
and helping underserved populations.

AWSOM’s curriculum integrates the arts, 
humanities, and whole health principles 
into a traditional allopathic medical 

education. The first class is building 
vital communication and observation 
skills through art-based education 
sessions at Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art, which AWSOM shares a 
campus with. Students are also learning 
the structure of the human body and 
developing clinical skills in the Anatomy 
Resource Center, Simulation Center, 
and other robust educational spaces.

AWSOM is currently accepting applications 
for the Class of 2030 through the American 
Medical College Application Service. 
AWSOM’s public spaces, including a gallery, 
café, and rooftop park, will open to the 
community on November 3 of this year. 

photos: Courtesy of AWSOM

Arkansas State University and NYIT College 
of Osteopathic Medicine (NYITCOM) at 
A-State recently announced the launch 
of the Freshman to Physician Pathway, a 
new opportunity for Arkansas students to 
secure early admission to medical school.

The initiative is designed to grow the 
number of physicians serving rural 
and underserved areas of Arkansas. To 
qualify, students must maintain a 3.5 
GPA in science and overall coursework, 
complete all required pre-med classes, 
receive a favorable recommendation 
from A-State’s premedical committee, 
and pass an admissions interview 
with NYITCOM faculty. 

Students who meet these criteria 
will not be required to take the MCAT, 
significantly reducing the cost and 
complexity of applying to medical school.

“The path to medical school is challenging; 
however there are hurdles that can 
be overcome when we have strong 
academic partners at the collegiate 
level that are preparing the students 
for the rigor of medical education,” 
said Dr. Shane Speights, dean of NYIT 
College of Osteopathic Medicine at 
Arkansas State. “Leveraging our higher 
education relationships creates a 
stronger university, medical school, and 
most importantly, future physicians.”

Since opening in 2016, NYITCOM has 
graduated approximately 650 physicians, 
a large number of whom are now 
practicing as physicians in Arkansas. 

“This is a game-changer for the health of 
Arkansas,” said Todd Shields, chancellor of 
Arkansas State University. “By eliminating 
traditional barriers and offering early 
admission assurance, we’re making 
medical education more accessible for 
high-achieving students who want to 
stay and serve right here at home. This 
is about investing in the next generation 
of healthcare leaders — and in the well-
being of every corner of our state.”

For more information, visit  
AState.edu/FreshmanToPhysician. 

A-STATE, NYITCOM 
PARTNERSHIP REMOVES 
BARRIERS FOR ASPIRING 
PHYSICIANS

MEDICAL SCHOOL UPDATES

(L to R) Eva Wilk, Kayne Wilson, and 
Madeline Farris are among several 
current medical students at NYITCOM 
who earned their undergraduate 
degrees at Arkansas State University. 
NYITCOM and A-State recently 
announced a new partnership that 
aims to increase the number of future 
physicians studying at both institutions.

AWSOM Inaugural Class Members AWSOM White Coat Ceremony
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MEDICAL SCHOOL UPDATES

UAMS MD/PHD STUDENT 
RECEIVES FELLOWSHIP FROM 
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

The impact of cancer on her family 
set UAMS MD/PhD student Sydnye 
Shuttleworth on the path to becoming 
both a physician and cancer researcher.

A prestigious fellowship award from the 
National Institutes of Health National 
Cancer Institute is bringing that path 
into focus for the Beebe native.

“My grandfather died from colon cancer 
before I was born, and I watched my 
grandmother fight triple-negative breast 
cancer,” said Shuttleworth. “Those 
experiences inspired me to pursue a 
career in oncology, where I can care for 
others facing the same challenges and 
work to develop new immunotherapies.” 

Shuttleworth has completed the 
first two years of medical school 
and the first of an anticipated three 
to four years of research toward a 

doctorate in philosophy. She will then 
complete her final two years of school 
before continuing with postgraduate 
clinical and research training.

The Ruth L. Kirschtein National Research 
Service Award provides four years of 
funding for tuition, a stipend, and an 
institutional allowance to support 
Shuttleworth’s research training. 
Shuttleworth joins an elite group 
nationally and a small group from 
UAMS who have received NRSA awards 
from one of the NIH institutes.

Shuttleworth is an affiliate trainee 
member of the UAMS Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute working 
in the lab of Brian Koss, PhD, an 
assistant professor of biochemistry 
and molecular biology. Her research 
focuses on engineering immune cells 
to be more effective and efficient at 
eliminating cancer cells — an area that 
could transform how immunotherapies 
are used to treat cancer.

“Sydnye is driven, deeply committed, 
and always thinking about how her work 
can make a real impact,” said Koss. “That 
kind of focus is exactly what you want 
in a future physician-scientist. 

UAMS MD/PhD student 
Sydnye Shuttleworth will 
continue her pursuit to 
become a physician and 
cancer researcher with 
support from a highly 
competitive fellowship 
award from the National 
Cancer Institute.  
(Image by Jaison Sterling)

RISK MATTERS: TREATING 
FAMILY MEMBERS
JEFFREY A. WOODS, JD 
DIRECTOR OF RISK MANAGEMENT, SVMIC
REPRINTED FROM THE SVMIC SENTINEL

In general, physicians should not treat 
themselves, members of their own 
family, or people with whom they have 
an intimate relationship. There are 
specified limited exceptions such as in 
emergency settings, where there is no 
other qualified physician available, and 
for short-term, minor problems. See AMA 
Code of Medical Ethics, 1.2.1 Treating 
Self or Family. In addition to the AMA, 
individual state medical boards have 

enacted forms of this ethical prohibition, 
which can vary from state-to-state.

Recently, there has been an uptick in the 
number of state board investigations 
related to physicians treating themselves 
and family members. Many, but not 
all these investigations, result from 
physicians prescribing controlled 

AMS EXCLUSIVE MEDICAL MALPRACTICE PARTNER: SVMIC

substances to themselves, family 
members, and/or intimate partners. 
These types of investigations can lead to 
suspension or loss of license to practice 
medicine, fines, and other costs.

Physicians should be familiar with 
the AMA Code related to this subject 
as well as the requirements of the 
state in which they practice. 

THOSE EXPERIENCES INSPIRED ME TO PURSUE A CAREER INONCOLOGY, WHERE I CAN CARE FOR 

OTHERS FACING THE SAME CHALLENGES AND WORK TO DEVELOP NEW IMMUNOTHERAPIES.
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MEMBER NEWS

MEDICAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
VISIT WITH MEDICAL 
STUDENTS

IN MEMORIAM: 
MEGAN HERRALD, 39 | HANNAH FORD, 31

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION?

Members of the Arkansas Medical 
Society board of trustees visited with 
medical students from the Little Rock 
and NWA campuses of UAMS and 
ARCOM as the new semester begins. 

AMS District 8 Trustee Amanda Novack, 
MD, from Little Rock, and AMS District 
9 Trustee Rachel Kilpatrick, MD, from 
Fayetteville, spoke to first year medical 
students about becoming members 
of the Society. AMS Medical Student 
Trustee and Student Section Chair (UAMS) 
Megan Schutte, talked about section 
activities for AMS student members.

AMS District 10 Trustee Bryan Clardy, MD, 
from Fort Smith, discussed membership 
benefits and encouraged ARCOM medical 
students to join the Society. AMS Medical 
Student Trustee and Student Section 
Chair (ARCOM) Allie Dew, spoke with 
students about becoming both an 
AMS and AMA student member. 

The AMS extends its deepest sympathies 
to the families of two medical students 
who died in a vehicle collision in July. 
The late Megan Herrold, 39, and Hannah 
Ford, 31, both of Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
were pronounced dead at the scene of an 
accident that left five others also injured. 

New Contact Information? Have you recently moved 
your home and/or your practice location? 

Help the AMS staff keep your information updated.  
Call 501-224-8967. Ask for Rebecca or Casey.

Herrold and Ford were osteopathic 
medicine students in the class of 2026 
at The Arkansas College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, one of five programs offered 
at the Arkansas Colleges of Health 
Education in Fort Smith.  

Rachel Kilpatrick, MD
Megan Schutte  
and Dr. Novack

Amanda Novack, MD,  
speaking to M1s about AMS

Bryan Clardy, MD, presenting at ARCOM

23FALL 2025  |  VOLUME 122  |  NUMBER 2



BOT MINUTES

2025 STATEMENT 
OF OWNERSHIP

The Arkansas Medical Society Board of Trustees met on August 20, 2025, via Zoom. 
AMS board members and past presidents were Drs. Ahmed Abuabdou, Ahmed Ali, 
Omar Atiq, Brad Bibb, Dale Blasier, Sam Bledsoe, Willard Burks, Bryan Clardy, George 
Conner, Scott Cooper, Allie Dew, Jacob Dickinson, David Dobies, Thejovathi Edala, 
Sarenthia Epps, Scott Ferguson, Candace Franks, Amy Galdamez, Kasey Holder, James 
Hunt, David Jacks, Anthony Johnson, Shaletha Jones, Natthew Kincade, Zachary 
Lewis, Stephen Magie, Issam Makhoul, Nirvana Manning, Matthew Nix, Ashley Norse, 
Ezinne Nwude, Naveen Patil, Carolyn Reeves, Chad Rodgers, Daniel Roubein, Alan 
Schumacher, Megan Schutte, Eugene Shelby, Courtney Sick, Jerakaycia Smith, Michael 
Smith, Kathryn Stambough, Danny Wilkerson, and Mark Wren. AMS staff present 
included Attorney Mike Mitchell, David Wroten, Scott Smith, Mary Ann Mansfield, 
Alanna Schaffer, Courtney Salmon, Laura Hawkins, Casey Penn, and Nicole Richards.  

AMS BOARD CHAIRMAN, DR. JACOB DICKINSON, OPENED THE MEETING 
AND ASKED FOR ANY DISCLOSURES. BUSINESS INCLUDED: 
1.	 Dr. Dickinson informed the board that there was an omission from 

the attendance of the May 31 meeting. He instructed that Dr. Mark 
Ramiro be added to the minutes. He asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes as amended. It was moved, seconded, and approved.

2.	 Dr. Dickinson welcomed the new student trustees from ARCOM and 
NYIT, Allie Dew and Stuti Chatterjee, respectively. Dr. Dickinson 
thanked Dr. Patil for his efforts in getting this done.

3.	 Dr. Dickinson offered two recommendations for district trustee vacancies. 
For District 5, Dr. Ezinne Nwude has been put forward and for District 8, Dr. 
Amy Galdamez has been put forward. Dr. Dickinson asked for a motion to 
approve these recommendations. It was moved, seconded, and approved.

4.	 Dr. Dickinson called on David Wroten to give the executive vice president’s report. 

5.	 Dr. Dickinson continued with committee appointments to the 
Finance and Audit Committee. He appointed Drs. Shannon Cooper, 
Courtney Sick, Kate Stambough, and Ashley Norse. He asked for a 
motion to approve. It was moved, seconded, and approved.

6.	 Dr. Dickinson called on AMS attorney, Mike Mitchell, to 
give an update on the Brandt v. Rutledge case.

7.	 Dr. Dickinson called on AMS president, Dr. Brad Bibb, 
to discuss the Strategic Planning Process.

8.	 Dr. Dickinson asked the board to review their board packets for informational items.

9.	 Dr. Dickinson called everyone’s attention to the upcoming board 
meetings on Wednesday, November 5, 2025; February 4, 2026; and 
the annual meeting on Friday/Saturday, April 10-11, 2026.

10.	Seeing no other business, the meeting was adjourned 
by the chair, Dr. Jacob Dickinson.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES
AUGUST 20, 2025
JACOB DICKINSON, MD
AMS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
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AS OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

Affiliate
Bourland, Mary Evelyn, MD
Cobb, Christie M., MD
McKee, Dwight L., MD
Murphy, David S., MD
Shurley, Jr., Floyd A., MD
Watkins, Charles J., MD

Associate
Joyce, F. E., MD
Jean, James L., MD
Gabbie, Mark, MD

Emeritus
Adkins, Kevin J., MD
Albers, David G., MD
Alderson, Roger W., MD
Arkins, James H., MD
Ashe, Barbara E., MD
Atkins, Jimmie G., MD
Baker, Ronald L., MD
Baker Jr., C. Murl, MD
Baltz, Albert L., MD
Barber, Jeffrey L., MD
Barber, Laurie D., MD
Barker, Monty R., MD
Barr, Marilyn I., MD
Barton, A. Dale, MD
Beadle, Beverly A., MD
Bearden, James R., MD
Beaton, J. Trent, MD
Beckman Jr., James S., MD
Bell, Rex H., MD
Bennett, Joe D., MD
Bennett, Keith G., MD
Berner, Dennis W., MD
Berryhill, Richard E., MD
Berumen, Mike, MD
Bess, Lloyd G., MD
Bienvenu, Gregory S., MD
Bodemann, Diane K., MD
Bodemann, Michael C., MD
Bonner, J. Darrell, MD
Bonwich, Janina B., MD
Bordeaux, Ronald A., MD
Borg, Robert, MD
Boyd, Charles M., MD
Braswell, Thomas R., MD
Brooks Jr., R. Teryl, MD
Brown, Peggy J., MD
Bryan IV, James W., MD
Bulkley, William J., MD
Carrick, Garreth, MD
Carson, Randall L., MD
Carter, D. Mike, MD
Cathey, Steven L., MD
Cenac Jr., Joseph W., MD
Cherry, James F., MD
Cloud, Joe A., MD
Cockrill Jr., H. Howard, MD
Cole, Randall E., MD
Collins, Gary J., MD
Collins, Linda, MD
Collins Jr., E. Morgan, MD
Cooper, James B., MD
Corbitt, Mary, MD
Crocker, Thermon R., MD
Crow Jr., R. Lewis, MD
Cupp III, Cecil W., MD
Dang, Minh-Tam, MD
Davis, Sheryl L., MD
Dean, David M., MD
Decker, Harold A., MD

Deed, E. Ashley, MD
DolanIII, Patrick A., MD
Dorzab, Joe H., MD
Duke, David D., MD
Duncan, Philip E., MD
Dunn, John F., MD
Dunn, Richard W., MD
Dykman, Thomas R., MD
Eans, Thomas L., MD
Eaton, James M., MD
Eddington, William R., MD
Edmiston, Frank G., MD
Edwards, Gary S., DO
Elliott, Wayne, MD
Ennen, Randy, MD
Felker, Gary V., MD
Ferguson, Max Ann, MD
Fiser Jr., William P., MD
Fleck, Rebecca, MD
Floyd, Charles H., MD
Floyd, Mark A., MD
Fraser, Eric A., MD
Fuller, C. Dale, MD
Fuller III, C. James, MD
Galbraith, Robert C., MD
George, F. Joseph, MD
Girkin, R. Gene, MD
Glover, W. Clyde, MD
Grear, Danna F., MD
Gregory, J. Minor, MD
Griffin, Frankie M., MD
Griffin, James E., MD
Hanley, Larry L., MD
Harms, Steven E., MD
Harrison, William E., MD
Haynes, W. Ducote, MD
Hefley Sr., Bill F., MD
Heinzelmann, Peter R., MD
Henderson, Francis M., MD
Henry, W. Bradley, MD
Herron, Jerry M., MD
Hill, Donald F., MD
Hill, Robert L., MD
Hilman, Michael G., MD
Hoffman, John D., MD
Holt, Stephen D., MD
Honghiran, Ted, MD
Howell Sr., James T., MD
Hoyt, Jonathan L., MD
Hughes, Joe E., MD
Hughes, Ronald D., MD
Hughes Jr., Robert P., MD
Huskison, William T., MD
Hutchins, Steven W., MD
Hutson, Harold G., MD
Hutson III, Sanford E., MD
Imamura, Bryan R., MD
Ingram, Ralph N., MD
Jackson, J. Presley, MD
Jayaraman, Vilasini D., MD
Jenkins, Bobby J., MD
Jenkins, Mary Ellen, MD
Johnson, Dianne F., MD
Johnson, LyNette, MD
Johnson, Paulette S., MD
Johnson, Robert D., MD
Johnston, Dale E., MD
Jones, S. Michael, MD
King, Michael, MD
Knox, Robert B., MD
Koch Jr., Clarence W., MD
Kocher, David B., MD

Koonce, Thomas W., MD
Kovaleski, Thomas M., MD
Kyle, Richard S., MD
Kyser, J. Floyd, MD
Laakman, Robert W., MD
Landgren, Robert C., MD
Lang, Nicholas P., MD
Lepore, Diane G., MD
Lewing, Hugh S., MD
Lile, Henry A., MD
Lunde, Stephen P., MD
Luter, Dennis W., MD
Lyons Jr., Virgle E., MD
Lytle, Jim E., MD
Lytle, John O., MD
Mabrey, William T., MD
Mac Dade, A., MD
Maglothin, Douglas L., MD
Mallory, John A., MD
Manus, Stephen C., MD
Marzewski, David J., MD
Massey, James Y., MD
Mauch, E. Jane, MD
May Jr., Robert H., MD
McAdams, Edward, MD
McCarty Jr., Gordon E., MD
McClain Jr., Charles M., MD
McClard, Helen P., MD
McCracken, Gail Ann, MD
McDonald, Judy L., MD
McDonald II, James E., MD
McGrew, Robert N., MD
McKenzie, James M., MD
McKnight, William D., MD
McNee, Valerie, MD
Meador, Annette P., MD
Meadors, Carol C., MD
Medel, Noel M., MD
Medlock, Rickey D., MD
Mego, David M., MD
MellorII, Roy D., MD
Meziere, Tom L., MD
Money, Wandal D., MD
Moon, Steven L., MD
Moore, Burton A., MD
Moore, James F., MD
Moore, Robert B., MD
Morris, W. Dale, MD
Morton, William J., MD
Murphy, Robert A., MD
Nelson III, Alvah J., MD
Nichols, David R., MD
Nichols, Scott R., MD
Norton, George A., MD
Nowlin, James Bill, MD
Nuckolls, J. William (Bill), MD
Oddson, Terrence A., MD
Osam, Patrick N., MD
Pang, Robert R., MD
Pappas, John J., MD
Paris, Charles H., MD
Parker, Thomas G., MD
Paulus, Thomas E., MD
Pearce, Larry W., MD
Peeples Jr, R. Earl, MD
Pennington, Donald H., MD
Peters, Phillip J., MD
Petursson, Gissur J., MD
Pickett, James D., MD
Pike, John D., MD
Platt, Michael R., MD
Pope, Kevin L., MD

Porter Jr., Robert A., MD
Post Jr., James M., MD
Prather, Jerry L., MD
Prewitt, Taylor A., MD
Pritchett, Daniel P., MD
Quevillon, Robert D., MD
Rabideau, Dana, MD
Reese, Michael C., MD
Ribeiro, Paulo A., MD
Ricca, Gregory F., MD
Riley, Don C., MD
Robbins, Joseph, MD
Rodgers Jr., Porter R., MD
Rogers, Henry B., MD
Ross, Cynthia, MD
Ross, Joseph G., MD
Ryals, Rickey O., MD
Saitta, Michael R., MD
Sanders, James W., MD
Sangster, Michael G., MD
Schemel, William H., MD
Schratz, Bruce E., MD
Scroggins, Sam J., MD
Scruggs, Jan W., MD
Sexton, Jon A., MD
Shannon, Melissa L., MD
Sherrill Jr., William M., MD
Shirley, David C., MD
Shroff, Rajesh K., MD
Silvoso, Gerald R., MD
Simmons, Thomas, MD
Singer, Peter G., MD
Singleton, E. Mitchell, MD
Sisco, Charles P., MD
Skaug, Warren A., MD
Slater Jr., John G., MD
Sloan II, Fredric J., MD
Smart, Douglas F., MD
Smith, John W., MD
Smith, Kellye McElroy, MD
Speer, Marolyn N., MD
Speer Jr., Hoy B., MD
St. Clair, Kevin L., MD
Stair, J. Michael, MD
Stancil, Vicki, MD
Sternberg, Jack J., MD
Stewart, David L., MD
Stewart, Garry L., MD
Sullivan, Charles D., MD
Taggart, Sam D., MD
Tate, Sidney W., MD
Taylor, David R., MD
Teeter, Stanley D., MD
Thibault Jr., Frank G., MD
Thomas, Jerry L., MD
Thompson Jr., S. Berry, MD
Tidwell Jr., Kenneth, MD
Tinnesz, Thomas J., MD
Titus, Janet L., MD
Turley, Jan T., MD
Turner, Kenneth B., MD
Vallery, Samuel W., MD
Van Zandt, Janelle, MD
Vonlanthen, Maryelle G., MD
Wah, John C., MD
Warner, Milo N., DO
Washington, Erma S., MD
Watson, Kirk D., 
Weber, Edward R., MD
Weed, Wendell, MD
Weisse, John J., MD
Welch, Samuel B., MD

Wellons Jr., James A., MD
Wende, Raymond A., MD
White, Bruce, MD
Whiteley, Andre B., MD
Whiting, Tom D., MD
Wikman, John H., MD
Williams, W. Curtis, MD
Wills, Pamela J., MD
Wills, Paul I., MD
Wilson, Jack C., MD
Wilson, James W., MD
Wilson Jr., Frank J., MD
Yates, Terrence, MD
Young, Douglas E., MD
Youngblood, Thomas, M

LIFE
Adamson, James S., MD
Addington, Alfred R., MD
Alberty, Joe P., MD
Alexander Jr., John E., MD
Allen, James D., MD
Allen, L. Barry, MD
Ancalmo, Nelson, MD
Araoz, Carlos, MD
Attwood, H. M., MD
Baber, John T., MD
Baker, Glen F., MD
Baker, J. R., MD
Bandy, Preston R., MD
Bard, David S., MD
Barnett, David C., MD
Bates, Stephen R., MD
Bell, Michael F., MD
Bell II, L. J. Patrick, DO
Benjamin, George H., MD
Blankenship, William F., MD
Blasier, R. Dale, MD
Blue, Glen T., MD
Blue, Leon, MD
Boehm, Timothy M., MD
Booker, J. Gregory, MD
Braden, Lawrence F., MD
Bradley, Joe F., MD
Braley, Richard E., MD
Brashears, Larry B., MD
Brimberry, Ronald K., MD
Brown, Charles H., MD
Brown, Craig J., MD
Brown, Hunter L., MD
Brunner, John Harry, MD
Bryant Jr., G. Edward, MD
Buchman, Joseph K., MD
Buckley, Douglas A., MD
Buford, Joe L., MD
Burge, John P., MD
Burks, Deland D., MD
Burks, Willard, MD
Burleson, Stanley W., MD
Burton, Bruce K., MD
Busby, John R., MD
Caldwell, David L., MD
Calhoon, J. Dale, MD
Campbell Jr., James C., MD
Carter, James M., MD
Carver, Joel D., MD
Cates, Jack A., MD
Chambers, F. David, MD
Chambers III, Carlton L., MD
Chase, Patrick R., MD
Chauhan, Mufiz A., MD
Chisholm, Dan P., MD
Clarke, James S., MD
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Clifton, Ernest ‘Cliff’, 
Clabourne, MD
Cobb, Jock S., MD
Colclasure, Joe B., MD
Conner, George L., MD
Costaldi, Mario E., MD
Courtney, Sherry, MD
Covert, George K., MD
Covey, David C., MD
Craft, Charles, DO
Crenshaw, John, MD
Crow, Joe W., MD
Culp, William C., MD
Daniel III, Noble B., MD
Davidson, Daniel S., MD
Davis, J. Lynn, MD
Davis, Randall, MD
Dedman, John D., MD
Dedman, William D., MD
Deer Jr., Philip J., MD
DeRossitt III, James, MD
Dickins, John R. E., MD
Dodd, Doyne, MD
Dudding, William F., MD
Dunn, Donald L., MD
Dunnagan, Steven A., MD
Dwyer, Gregory A., MD
Eck, Gareth, MD
Edattukaren, Varghese, MD
Elkins, John S., MD
English, Jim, MD
Enns, Wayne P., MD
Farmer, Joseph F., MD
Ferguson, E. Scott, MD
Ferris, Ernest J., MD
Fielder, Charles R., MD
Finch, Richard R., DO
Fincher, S. Clark, MD
Forestiere, Lee A., MD
Frazier, G. Thomas, MD
Freeman, William H., MD
Frigon, Jacquelyn, MD
Galloway, William W., MD
Garcia, Luis F., MD
Gardner, James L., MD
Garrett-Shaver, Martha G., MD
Gath, Elizabeth, 
Gibbs III, William M., MD
Ginger, John D., MD
Golden, Stephen C., MD
Golden, William E., MD
Golleher, James H., MD
Gonzalez, Floyd, MD
Goodman Jr., R. Cole, MD
Green, Roger L., MD
Greenway, C. Don, MD
Griffin, Rodney L., MD
Guinn, Donald R., MD
Gullett Jr., Robert R., MD
Hagler, James L., MD
Hall Jr., Ray H., MD
Hardcastle, R. Lowell, MD
Hardin, Ronald D., MD
Hargrove, Joe, MD
Harrington, Mariann, MD
Harris, Murray T., MD
Hayes, Richard L., 
Hayward Jr., Malcolm L., 
Hazzard, Marion P., MD
Hearnsberger, John E., MD
Hedges III, Harold H., MD
Henderson, John C., MD

Hendrickson, Jon R., MD
Henry, D. Andrew, MD
Henry, Richard Y., MD
Hernandez, Jacinto, MD
Hightower, Michael D., MD
Hof, C. William, MD
Hoffmann, Thomas H., MD
Holland, Jay D., MD
Hollis Sr., Thomas H., MD
Holt, Danny B., MD
Hough Jr., Aubrey J., MD
Houk, Richard W., MD
Hout, Judson N., MD
Hughes, L. Milton, MD
Hui, Anthony N., MD
Hutson-Fincher, Martha A., MD
Isaacson, Michael L., MD
Izard Jr., Ralph S., MD
Jacks, David C., MD
Jackson, Carole, MD
Jackson, George W., MD
Jackson Jr., Jabez F., MD
Jaggers, Robert, MD
Jennings, R. Duke, MD
Jiu, John B., MD
John, Christopher L., MD
Johnson, Ben D., MD
Johnson, David M., MD
Johnson, Deborah A., MD
Johnson, Philip H., MD
Johnson, Roehl W., MD
Jones, John C., MD
Jones, Steve A., MD
Jones, Edward J., MD
Jordan, Randy A., 
Joseph, Aubrey S., MD
Justiss, Richard D., MD
Justus, Michael G., MD
Kahler, Stephen G., MD
Kaler, Ron A., MD
Kane, James J., MD
Kemp, C. Len, MD
Kemp, Charles E., MD
Kerin, Douglas, MD
Kerr, Robert L., MD
Key, J. Michael, MD
Killough, Larry R., MD
King, Joe D., MD
Kleinhenz, Robert W., MD
Kluck Jr., C. Wesley, MD
Knox, Thomas E., MD
Koehn, Martin A., MD
Kohler, Peter O., MD
Kradel, R. Paul, MD
Kumpuris, Andrew G., 
Lambert, John S., MD
Lancaster, Ted S., MD
Landberg, Karl H., MD
Landers, James H., MD
Landrum, Samuel E., MD
Langston, Lloyd G., MD
Lavender, Robert C., MD
Lawrence, Frank M., MD
Lawson, J. Larry, MD
Lewis, David M., MD
Lipke, Jay M., MD
Lipsmeyer, Keith M., MD
Love Jr., Tommy L., MD
Lowery, Robert D., MD
Lowrey, Douglas H., MD
Lum, Don, MD
Luttrell, Rex E., MD

Mabry, Charles D., MD
Mackey, Michael, MD
Magie, Stephen K., MD
Magness, C. R., MD
Marks, Stephen R., MD
Marsh, James D., MD
Martin, Kenneth A., MD
Martin, William C., MD
Martinson, Alice M., MD
Mason, William L., MD
Matthews, Joseph W., MD
McBee, Sara, DO
McCarthy, Richard E., 
McChristian, Paul L., MD
McCoy, James R., MD
McCrary, George A., MD
McCrary Jr., Robert F., MD
McDaniel, Craig A., MD
McGowan Jr., Robert J., MD
Meacham, Kenneth R., MD
Melton, Clinton G., MD
Mendelsohn, Lawrence A., MD
Mertz, John D., MD
Mizell, Philip, MD
Monfee, Andrew M., MD
Moody, Lackey G., MD
Moore, Thomas C., MD
Morris, Barbara K., MD
Morse, Michael, MD
Moseley II, Claiborne L., MD
Moss, Michele, MD
Murfee, Robert M., MD
Murphy, Fred Y., MD
Muylaert, Michel, MD
Napolitano, Charles A., MD
Nassri, Louay K., MD
Nevins, William H., MD
Nix, Richard A., MD
Nixon, David T., MD
Nolewajka, Andre J., MD
Norris, E. Lloyd, MD
Olive Jr., Robert J., MD
Parkhurst, J. Rod, MD
Parmley, Patricia E., MD
Parnell III, Clifton, MD
Patton, George L., MD
Paulk, Clyde D., MD
Peebles, Samuel W., MD
Pham, Dac, MD
Phillips, Hannah M., MD
Pierce, Ruston Y., MD
Pierce, Trent P., MD
Pirnique, Allan S., MD
Pledger, Norman R., MD
Powell, Brenda N., MD
Price, Lawrence C., MD
Price III, Herbert H., MD
Pritchard, Jack L., MD
Pullig, Thomas A., MD
Ramirez, Raul R., MD
Rasberry, Ronnie D., MD
Rector, Nancy F., MD
Redman, Anna T., MD
Redman, John F., MD
Reid, Gene W., MD
Ritchie, Robert R., MD
Ritz, Ralph C., DO
Roberson, Michael C., MD
Roberts, Franklin D., MD
Rodgers, Charles H., MD
Rogers, Henry L., MD
Rollins, Linda G., MD

Romine, James C., MD
Ross, Ashley S., MD
Russell, James D., MD
Russell, John R., MD
Russell, Mark S., MD
Saer III, Edward, 
Salvador, Ester A., MD
Samuel, Ferdinand K., MD
Sasser III, L. Gordon, MD
Schultz, John C., MD
Scriber, Ladd J., MD
Seale Jr., James E., MD
Shelby, Eugene M., MD
Shorts, Stephen D., MD
Shotts, Vern Ann, MD
Shotts Jr., C. Mack, MD
Simmons, Orman W., MD
Simpson, John B., MD
Simpson Jr., P. B., MD
Singleton, L. Gene, MD
Smith, Douglas B., MD
Smith, George W., MD
Smith, Lander A., MD
Smith, Mark A., MD
Smith, Norma, MD
Smith, Ronald D., MD
Smith Jr., Bruce L., MD
Smith Jr., Charles W., MD
Smith Jr., G. Richard, MD
Snyder, Norman I., MD
Solomon, J. Alan, MD
Sorrels, John W., MD
Spades III, Sebastian A., MD
Speed, Darrell L., MD
Springer, William Y., MD
St. Clair Jr., John T., MD
Stainton Jr., Robert M., MD
Stallings Jr., Joe H., MD
Stecker, Rheeta M., MD
Stevenson, Richard, MD
Stolz Jr., Gerald A., MD
Stolzy, Sandra, MD
Storeygard, Alan R., MD
Strode, Steven W., MD
Studdard, James D., MD
Talley, H. Aubry, MD
Tangunan, Priscilla L., MD
Taylor, Robert D., MD
Thomas, A. Henry, MD
Thompson, Barry V., MD
Tilley, Roger L., MD
Tucker, Charles, MD
Tucker, R. Stephen, MD
Tucker, W. Everett, MD
Tukivakala, P. Reddy, MD
Tullis, Joe M., MD
Tuttle, Larry D., MD
Tvedten, Tom, MD
Vasudevan, Kanaka, MD
Vermont, Charles A., MD
Vollman Jr., Don B., MD
Wallace, Thomas R., MD
Walsh, Benjamin, MD
Walton, Robert B., MD
Warren, E. Taliaferro, MD
Weber, Michael J., MD
Weedman, James B., MD
Weiss, John B., MD
Wells, John D., MD
Westbrook, Kent C., MD
Wharton, Joe H., MD
White, Anthony T., MD

White, Robert B., MD
Wilder, Diane D., MD
Williams, Alonzo D., MD
Williams, C. David, MD
Williams, Dwight M., MD
Williams, Nancy K., MD
Wilson, John L., MD
Woodward, Philip A., MD
Wright, Charles C., MD
Yelvington, Dennis B., MD
Young, Sandra S., MD

ACTIVE
Abader, Sherry Shenoda, MD
Abdalrahman, Akrm, MD
Abdeldayem, Mohamed Ahmed A, MD
Abdelnaem, Esamelden, MD
Abeler, Jesse David, DO
Abernathy, Bryan, MD
Abraham, Dana C., MD
Abraham, Jacob E., MD
Abraham Jr., Carl J., MD
Abuabdou, Ahmed, MD
Abuelem, Tarek, MD
Acharya, Yuba Raj, MD
Adelpour, Mohsen, MD
Adkins, Michael C., MD
Agarwal, Amit, MD
Ahart, Cheryl L., MD
Akbar Ali, Anita, MD
Akins Jr., John, MD
Al Emam, Abdel Rahman Ah, MD
Al Hadidi, Samer Ahmad Sul, MD
Al Hashem, Zaki Hassan, MD
Alam, Muhammad G., MD
Alam, Sinthia, MD
Alamarat, Zain Ibrahim Kh, MD
Alapat, Daisy, MD
Al-Aref, Subhi Jamal, MD
Albashaireh, Arwa 
Zakereyya Shanwan, MD
Albers, Melissa, MD
Albert, Gregory, MD
Albey, Mark E., MD
Alexander, Albert S., MD
Alexander, Alice, MD
Alexander, Whitney Smith, MD
Alge, Joseph, Lee, MD
Al-Ghussain, Emad A.M.M., MD
Alhaddad, Zina, MD
Al-Hawwas, Malek, MD
Ali, Ahmed Abdelbass, MD
Ali, Meer Akbar, MD
Alkhatib, Lynn, MD
Allard, Felicia Dawn, MD
Allen, Henry W., MD
Allen, John M., MD
Allen, Justin, MD
Allen, Kattie, MD
Allen, Julia L., MD
Allison, Russell B., MD
Almaddah, Nureddin Khalif, MD
Almasri, Murad, MD
Alomari, Mohammad 
Mousa Farhan, MD
Alqurini, Nadia M M, MD
Al-Sarie, Mohammad Talib H., MD
Alshami, Sarah Diane, MD
Amos, Janine Maria, DO
Anderson, Jennifer, MD
Anderson, Laurie Jean, MD
Anderson, Leslie F., MD
Anderson, Mary, MD
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Anderson Merves, Shae, MD
Andersson, Jeanine A., MD
Andrews, Jennifer, MD
Angel, Jeffery, MD
Angel, Carol A., MD
Angtuaco, Edward E., MD
Angtuaco, Michael, MD
Angtuaco, Sylvia S.O., MD
Angtuaco, Teresita L., MD
Anthony, Ryan Tyler, MD
Anzalone, Gary P., MD
Apuya, Jesus S., MD
Ararat, Erhan, MD
Archer, R. Lee, MD
Arcos, George, DO
Ardoin, G. Troy, MD
Arita, Nestor Arnaldo, MD
Arnaoutakis, Konstantinos, MD
Aronson, Jonathan Max, MD
Arrington, Robert W., MD
Arthur, Jason, MD
Arthur, John Michael, MD
Arthur, Kyle Evan, MD
Arya, Kapil, MD
Asaf, Saeedah, MD
Ashford Jr., Marvin W., MD
Atchley, William Thomas, MD
Athar, Muhammad Waseem, MD
Athota, Prasad J., MD
Atiq, Omar T., MD
Atkins Jr., James, MD
Atkinson, Thomas W., MD
Atteri, Meenakshi, MD
Atwood, Danielle, MD
Aunspaugh, Jennifer, MD
Austin Jr., Thomas Michael, MD
Averitt, Susanna May, MD
Avulakunta, Indirapriya 
Darshini, MD
Awad, Ramez Heshmat A, MD
Aydin, Ahmet Murat, MD
Ayers, Travis, MD
Azhar, Gohar, MD
Baber, Megan Nicole Bu, DO
Backstedt, David, MD
Badejo, Abodunrin S., MD
Bahekar, Rucha, MD
Bailey, Amanda, MD
Bailey, Amy E., MD
Bajaj, Gitanjali, MD
Baka, John V., MD
Baker, David, MD
Baker, Robert C., MD
Baldwin, Aaron, MD
Baldwin, Abby Kauffman, MD
Ball, Jordan, DO
Ballard, Cara B., MD
Balmakund, Tonya, MD
Balsara, Zubin N., MD
Baltz, Alexander J., MD
Baltz, Brad P., MD
Baltz, Katherine H., MD
Baltz, Rebekah, MD
Baltz, Tracy C., MD
Baltz, Alan Patrick, MD
Baltz, Jack Lawrence, MD
Banaji, Sudesh, MD
Banning, Ryan, MD
Banning, Michelle S., MD
Bansal, Shipra, MD
Barboza, Jodi M., MD
Barker, Lisa R., MD

Barnes, C. Lowry, MD
Barnes, Lindsey, MD
Barnes, Seth M., MD
Barnes, Bailey Rene, MD
Barnett, Kevin Michael, MD
Barnett Jr., Ronald W., MD
Barone, Gary, MD
Barreto, J. Camilo Al., MD
Barrow Jr., John Harley, MD
Bartlett, Christina M., MD
Bartnicke, Benjamin J., MD
Barton, Gary M., MD
Basham, Kyle, MD
Bashtawi, Yazan Ali Elayan, MD
Basma, Jaafar, MD
Battle, Bennett O’Brien, MD
Battle, Laura, MD
Bauer, Thurston, MD
Bavineni, Mahesh, MD
Baweja, Priyanka, MD
Beachy, Allen L., MD
Beallis, Randall S., DO
Bean, Ashley S., MD
Bearden, Jeffrey C., MD
Beasley, Drew, MD
Beau, Scott L., MD
Beavers, Jared C., MD
Beavers, Jessica, MD
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